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Lunedì,	13	FEBBRAIO	2023ore	14.30-16.30	
	

AULA	GEYMONAT,	MALCANTON	MARCORA’	1	PIANO	
	

VERONICA	FERRERI		
 

Ca’	Foscari	Università	Venezia	e	Humboldt	University	(CARMAH), 
	

terrà	una	conferenza	su:	
	

A Scattered Archive of War and Migration:  
people, documents, care and other stories between Syria and Europe	

	
Abstract	

Identity	 documents	 and	 other	 legal	 papers	 are	 fundamental	 for	 migrants	 and	 refugees	 to	 navigate	 bureaucratic	
apparatuses	 in	 the	country	of	displacement	and	asylum.	As	a	 tool	of	control	and	 legibility,	some	of	 these	artefacts	
define	the	thin	line	between	legality	and	illegality,	protection	and	exclusion.	However,	in	wartime	Syria,	the	value	of	
these	 documents	 exceeds	 this	 legal	 and	 political	 dimension	 as	 these	 papers	 become	 entangled	 with	 –and	 a	
constitutive	 part	 of–	 Syrians’	 life	 experience	 of	 war	 and	 migration.	 In	 my	 ethnographic	 encounters	 with	 these	
documents	both	in	Lebanon	(2014-2019)	and	Germany	(2018-2020),	Syrians	treat	and	preserve	these	artefacts	with	
care	–at	times	with	secrecy–,	even	when	their	legal	validity	expired.	In	informal	settlements,	these	documents	were	
laminated	to	protect	them	from	precarious	living	conditions	including	fires	and	floods.	In	Germany,	they	were	stored	
in	bundles	and	plastic	folders	as	something	sacred.	As	papers,	like	people,	circulate	and	cross	borders,	they	also	store	
different	 forms	 of	 knowledge	 and	 different	 political,	 social	 and	 even	 intimate	 values	 and	 meanings.	 As	 these	
documents	 become	 imbricated	 with	 Syrians’	 lifeworld,	 the	 ever-changing	 value	 of	 documents	 and	 legal	 papers	
produced	an	archive	of	war	and	migration	distant	from	methodological	nationalism	and	the	national	order	of	things	
and,	yet,	still	rooted	in	the	political	economy	of	papers	inside	Syria	in	times	of	war.	
	

Nota	biografica	
Veronica	 Ferreri	 is	 a	 social	 scientist	 and	 ethnographer	 working	 at	 the	 intersection	 of	 Social	 Anthropology	 and	
Migration	 Studies	 with	 a	 focus	 on	 exile	 and	 war,	 political	 commitment	 and	 solidarity,	 transnationalism	 and	
migration,	 bureaucracy	 and	documents.	 She	 is	 a	Global	Marie	 Curie	 Fellow	 at	 the	Dept	 of	Humanities	 in	Venice's	
University	of	Ca'	Foscari	and	an	affiliated	researcher	at	Humboldt	University	(CARMAH).	She	gained	her	PhD	from	
SOAS	University	of	London	in	2018	and	was	a	postdoctoral	fellow	at	the	Leibniz-Zentrum	Moderner	Orient	between	
2018	and	2021.	Her	PhD	 thesis	entitled	 "A	state	of	permanent	 loss:	war	and	displacement	 in	Syria	and	Lebanon"	
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examines	 the	experience	of	 loss	and	survival	 in	 the	aftermath	of	 revolution	and	war	and	 it	was	awarded	with	 the	
Leigh	Douglas	Memorial	Prize	by	BRISMES.	Her	work	appears	in	Citizenship	Studies,	Allegra	Lab,	Haus	der	Kulturen	
der	Welt.		

	


